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The Fifth Manhattan District 

Association Bulletin 

 

 
 

Meeting Notice Of 

 
5th Masonic District Association 

5th District Endowment Fund 

5th District Camp Fund for Underprivileged Children 

5th District Purple Circle Relief Fund 

 
Monday 

May 10th 2022 7:30pm 

Room 1531 Grand Lodge 

Also Online Zoom Meeting 

 
Register Here Registration Required 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpd-qqqj0iH9EswBVwaJvNte5BgD2g8303
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District Officers 

 
President W. Anthony Librizzi (973)-402-1009 

 (alibrizzi@pogaltd.com) 

1st Vice President W. Steve Shapiro (917)-414-7289 

 (sbs@compuserve.com) 

2nd Vice President R:.W:. Rafael Preza (718) 930-9571 

 rpbaron92@aol.com 

Treasurer R:.W:. Richard Bateman (212) 337-6637 

     (AssistantGS@nymasons.org) 

Corresponding Secretary Wor. Greg Feldman 516-242-1072  

 ifly@gapcpa.com  

Recording Secretary R:.W:. Martin Richards (917) 709-7703 

 (MRich5715@gmail.com) 

 

Meeting Agenda 

 
Call to Order  7:30pm 

Invocation 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Welcome  

Remarks of Committees 

Remarks from the Members 

Remarks from the Staff Officer & District Deputy Grand Master 

Benediction & Closing 

 
From the President 

 
 
 

My Brother, 
 
       I hope this communication finds you and your family in good health and spirits. It is good 
to see the country recovering from the pandemic and masonry is finally getting back to 
normal. The pandemic has hit masonry hard and many lodges have suffered greatly. That 
being said it is hard to believe that this is the last District meeting before going dark. 
       We have accomplished a lot this year so far, despite the pandemic. We have updated The 
Fifth Manhattan District Associations By-Laws and have booked Bourbon Street Restaurant 
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for the Mason of the year dinner. This dinner will be honoring R.·.W.·. Martin Richards, Mason 
of the Year 2020, and R.·.W.·. Chad B. Ploth and R.·.W.·. Rafael Preza Masons of the Year 
2021. The dinner will be held on September 10, 2022 from 7:00pm to 11:00pm. The cost for 
the dinner is $125 per person. Remember to get your journal ads in before the deadline of 
August 12, 2022. I would like to thank both committees for their diligent work and 
commitment to the craft. The Masters and Wardens Association has been working hard in the 
quarries planning the Saint John's weekend. I would like to thank W.·. Richard Yates, 
President of Masters and Wardens Association for working closely with The Fifth Manhattan 
District Association. This open communication will help make the upcoming year a successful 
one for the Faithful Fifth. 
       I pray that The Great Architect will grant peace to the people of Ukraine and all that are 
affected by this war. Travel safe and may the Great Architect of the Universe bless and 
protect you and your family. 
 
Sincerely & Fraternally, 
W.·. Anthony Librizzi 
President, Fifth Manhattan District 
(973) 865-2753 - alibrizzi@pogalts.com 
 
 

     From the District Deputy Grand Master 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings Brothers, 
 
     I hope that you are all doing well and are as excited as I am for the next few months! As we 
enter the rebirth of the spring we have a lot to be proud of and hopeful for. In our recent 
travels I've seen a revitalization of fellowship and brotherhood in our district. If covid was our 
lent and period of fasting, then let the recent passing of Easter be our resurrection.  
 
     The faithful fifth is back in almost full swing, though we still have much work to do in the 
queries! 
 
     In two of the recent meetings the district team has been present at, we had 29 and 33 
brothers in attendance, respectively, which is amazing! However, we've also been in meetings 
with less than 10 brothers and lodges that are struggling to open, not necessarily because of 
ritual, but struggling to get brothers back out into lodges. This is why us coming together and 
traveling across the district is so important! 

mailto:alibrizzi@pogalts.com
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     With that, it's great to see excitement and energy around the traveling gavel, which is now 
in the hands of George Washington Lodge. I encourage everyone to come to our 
next special communication, being held on May 7th, which is a Saturday, and RW James 
Gregg and my apron presentations. Please come out to support and have a chance of taking 
home the gavel to your lodges! More details to follow. 
 
     The next major district event I would like to call everyone's attention to, is of course, the 
district 3rd degree! We will be meeting on Saturday June 11th, and are confirmed for 12pm 
EST in the Renaissance room. VW Tarantino Smith has been working diligently on the degree 
parts and we want to make sure every lodge is present. 
 
     Lastly, we are extremely excited for St. John's weekend taking place in Utica! As usual we 
will be staying at the Turning Stone Resort and casino. It's a great time, and an event not to 
be missed. Space will sell out so please get your RSVPs in early. Special thanks to the Masters 
and Wardens and committee for coordinating all the logistics! 
 
     In closing my brothers, we are well on our way and have made great progress in following 
our path of the 24 inch gauge: Service, Ritual, Refreshment!  
 
     With respect to service, please also pencil in November 11th, 2023 (yes 2023) as a 
tentative date for our Battle Within Gala. Also, a friendly reminder of our ask for each lodge 
to provide $2,500 dollars as a donation to the district fund. You should have been collecting 
funds at your regular meetings, passing the hat, fundraising, etc. and if you just want to cut a 
check to cover, that works too. Again, these funds would be collected and held for use on 
things like increased donations to the brotherhood fund, or events like the district wide 
degree. 
 
     Thank you all for your hard work, time, support, and brotherhood! Until we meet again, 
may the great architect of the universe watch over us and our families. 
 
S&F, 
R:.W:. Ryan Rodriguez-Wiggins 
DDGM Fifth Manhattan District 
c: 917-855-5949 
w: ryan.rodriguezwiggins@sprinklr.com 
p: faithful5th2021@gmail.com 
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From the Grand Sword Bearer 

 
 

My reflections led me today to examine our Master's Wages. 
 
       As the Senior Warden states: "... To travel in foreign countries and receive Master's 
Wages." In the ritual we find Wages to be Corn, Wine, and Oil: that which provides 
nourishment, refreshment and joy.” 
       Corn has been historically regarded as an element of national wealth. It formed part of 
the tribute brought to Hezekiah on the restoration of the priesthood. Wine, in a very Biblical 
sense, represents goodness. The wicked are likened to vinegar and the good are likened to 
wine. The abundance of wine was seen as an indication of prosperity. Oil is mentioned 
frequently within the pages of the Bible. Oil was used to prepare food and spread upon 
bread. The lighting of one's house was through oil used in lamps. Oil anointed Kings and 
priests. One common use of Oil in Palestine was to anoint the heads of guests entertained at 
a festive meal, and from this daily custom, oil came to be regarded as a symbol of joy and 
gladness. But what do we as modern day masons receive? What are we due? 
       The word "wage" descends from the Latin “vas” meaning pledge, security, pawn or a 
promise to pay backed up by security. In modern history, it became "gage" equaling pledge or 
pawn and appears in our current word: engage or disengage. It is also seen in "wager" In the 
sense of a bet and in another iteration it became "wed" which is the act of marrying in which 
a pledge is also given and also our modern "wage" that is compensation for services given. 
* An allowance is a one sided agreement depending on the will of the giver. 
* A stipend is a fixed sum. 
* A salary is an amount fixed by contract. This is taken from sal or salt which was the old pay 
for soldiers. 
* Wages are paid to laborers over short periods of time and at the completion of a required 
task. 
       In Speculative Masonry, a Master Mason symbolically receives wages rather than salary 
because they represent the rewards that come to him as rapidly as he does his work. 
Our Lodge pays the wages of fellowship, support and education. Together, we create our 
Lodge and together we offer each other that "wage" of nourishment, refreshment and joy. 
And to those Brothers that have been away for some time, your Lodge has wages waiting for 
you: you just need to attend to receive them. 
       Our singular hope is that each of our Brethren of the Faithful Fifth will be excited to 
attend meetings and find something special in each evening our lodges meet. 
Additionally, I wanted to update all on our MDC Course trajectory. 
       Because the Fifth Manhattan Masonic District will be holding a Third Degree for the 
District on Saturday, June 11th the District Team decided we will adjust the MDC schedule. 
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This will be done to capture a few new EAs into the class and to ensure all taking the course 
are Master Masons. So if you are interested… sign up TODAY! 
 
You are welcome to attend the EA and FC class again (or if you missed it, this is your 
opportunity to ensure you can receive the certificate and pin). 
 
Saturday, May 7th 
10:30am-12:30pm (we will remount the MDC 1 Course for all Entered Apprentices) 
Saturday, May 14th 
10:30am-12:30pm (we will remount the MDC 2 Course for all Fellowcrafts) 
Saturday, June 18th 
10:30am-12:30pm (we will mount the MDC 3 Course for all Master Masons) 
  
R:.W:. James William Gregg 
Grand Sword Bearer  
Fifth Manhattan Masonic District 

 

 

From the District Advisor 
 

Dear Brethren, 
  
       I write this missive just before the Annual Communication, so without my trusty crystal 
ball, I am at a loss to share with you the events of that session. Let it be said, however, that I 
anticipate the meeting was well attended and like a breath of spring air, everyone rejoiced in 
the fellowship and brotherhood that has been long overdue since the pandemic. 
       Over the years, we hear much about the state of the fraternity and the need to focus on 
bringing new members into the fold. With that thought in mind, I find it apropos to repeat the 
sage words of one of our Grand Masters who lead the Craft in New York some fifty years ago. 
The late Most Worshipful Lloyd S. Cochran addressed the Craft in 1972 saying, “We come at a 
time in the world when leadership is the urgent cry. From all sides there are those who cry 
out from the darkness, from the distress, from the weariness of trouble, greed and sin, which 
sometimes seem to envelop us. 
       We come at a time also when Masonry itself is concerned. We have losses from our ranks, 
we have fewer members attending Lodges, we have fewer new members coming into our 
Lodges than we had before. But to such a task and to such a responsibility, and such an 
honor, I welcome you. I welcome you to the team. For somehow together, working in 
conjunction with each other, all doing our daily tasks to the best of our ability and to the 
extent of our cable-tow, and with faith in Almighty God, we will and we can succeed.” 
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       How prophetic his words are today. The current census of our membership in this 
jurisdiction has reached a low plateau of 27,900 members, which certainly sounds the alarm 
to address, inspire and attract a wave of new candidates. Many Lodges within our District 
have answered the call to raise new petitioners into new Masons. And we should applaud 
them for their efforts. Just as important as it is to raise new Masons, it is equally important 
that we inspire each of them to remain members of the fold by demonstrating what it truly 
means to be a Mason. Men will judge us by what we do. Men will not judge us by what we 
say. We must endeavor to walk the walk. Imagine, if you will, having each new member look 
up to their sponsor and their fellow Lodge members as role models… as men worthy to 
emulate. Albert Schweitzer, Nobel Peace Prize laureate said it best, “Example is not the main 
thing in influencing others. It is the only thing.” 
       As we are taught within the Charge of a Master Mason, “Make others to know always 
that a gentleman stands before them.” In doing so, the profane, the non-Mason will be 
attracted to the Craft and will seek membership therein. The rest is easy. 
       Be well my Brothers. Always take the high road and be of good cheer. In closing, let us be 
ever mindful of our Veterans and the members of our Nation’s Armed Forces as Memorial 
Day and Flag Day approach. And remember God’s blessings as we celebrate our Mothers, 
Sisters and Daughters on Mother’s Day. 
 
With kindest regards, fraternally your brother, 
Rick Bateman, District Advisor 
  
      
 

 

From the Purple Circle Relief Fund 

 

Greetings Brethren of the Fifth Manhattan District: 

      I am sure this message finds you, your family and loved ones well and enjoying the Spring 
Season that is now upon us.  The religious Holidays of Easter, Passover and Ramadan have 
equally brought us together in each their respective celebrations.  Time spent with family is 
always a blessing, and we must be grateful for the moments that we share together. 

      The Purple Circle Relief Fund is also akin to family – most prominently in the support it 
provides for those Brother’s who need it most when life may present a challenge when least 
expected.  Being able to assist these Brethren and their families when warranted not only 
highlights one of our most cherished obligations, but equally defines what our Fraternity 
stands for – Love, Relief & Truth - where the high, the low, the rich and the poor may 
continue to meet together in the perpetuation of love and friendship. 
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      With these thoughts in mind, the Purple Circle Relief Fund sets out to make the utmost 
effort to challenge our District this year and make our mark, together, in raising contributions 
to increase the balance of the Fund.  This year the Fund will present three categories to the 
District Lodges based on a donation - Beauty, Strength, and Wisdom, and are noted below: 

 Beauty: Lodge Donation of $500.00 

• Strength: Lodge Donation of $1,000.00 
• Wisdom: Lodge Donation of $1,500.00 or more 

 For each individual Lodge that satisfies one of the criteria above, a plaque and token will be 
presented to the current Officers of Lodge. 

 Additionally, it is important to support the Mason of the Year dinner, as this year’s proceeds 
from the journal ads will also be added to the Purple Circle Relief Fund – Get those booster 
forms filled out and sent in!  

(Ads & Boosters are due by August 12, 2022) 

      The Purple Circle Relief Fund will continue to graciously accept individual donations, and 
please make use of the QRC and link below to make them! 

      I thank all the Lodges of the District and the Brethren within for their time and continued 
support, and we look forward to seeing you all throughout the year. 

 Sincerely and fraternally, 

 RW Chad Benton Ploth 
President 
Purple Circle Relief Fund 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=GWYSFC56T7ZMA  

  

 Use the code above to make your donation or you can mail your tax-deductible 
donation to :  

Purple Circle Relief Fund  
71W 23rd St Box. K4  

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paypal.com%2Fdonate%2F%3Fhosted_button_id%3DGWYSFC56T7ZMA&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cff842e4da32e490f28c908da217844ee%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637859097678166768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=kd1L8Iwk%2Bkvt7CtG1npsC0xqwOwFHCqPJ%2Fl8wwtMYjk%3D&reserved=0
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From the Underprivileged Children’s Camp Fund 

 

 

My Dear Brothers, 

        Wishing all to be healthy and safe. As we near our summer recess, we look forward to 
better times. Camp Turk is open and ready for the children who have been greatly missed.  
The Camp is taking reservations now. Any child or grandchild of a Brother is welcome to ask 
for assistance in getting there. Let’s help them get there! 

This is the upcoming schedule: 

BOYS – July 3rd to July 16th 2022 

GIRLS – July 31st to August 13th 2022 

CO-ED – July 17th to July 30th 2022 

More details and information can be found on the DDMessage website. The Camp Turk link is 
on the Home Page 

Warmest Fraternal Regards 
RW Ed Weigert 
President 

 

From the Masters & Wardens Association 
 
 
 

 
Greetings Brethren of the 5th District, 
 
I hope all the Brethren and their families are doing well and are in good health. First, I would 
like to say that this district is moving in leaps and bounds, the amount of labor and support 
between all the Lodges and district brothers has been incredible, we had a Grand Lectures 
convention, socials, combined lodge degrees, table lodges and our Traveling gavel is on the 
move and this is only the beginning! We have so many things on the trestle board to look 
forward to, our Mason of the year dinner, Saint John’s weekend, a District 3rd degree, 
assorted Lodge degrees and events. But one of the most important events is our Lodge 
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elections, a time of year when Masters and officers exchange gavels and chairs, jewels and 
knowledge, Making way for the future leadership of masonry. So, my brethren let’s continue 
to support each other, all our lodges and District Associations of the Faithful Fifth.  
 
S&F 
 
W.: Rich Yates  
5th MMWA 
5thmmwa@gmail.com 
WSG # 250 

Follow us on: 
 
                               https://district-22-ny.ourlodgepage.com/ 
                                                 
 
                                 https://www.facebook.com/groups/775765273268482 

 

 

 

From the Assistant Grand Lecturers 

 
 

       We all enter Masonry seeking Light, which we discover at each level of our Degrees. But 
while seeking that Light we are tasked with learning how to decipher, contemplate and 
understand it so we can build upon it. For most, along the way of their journey, they discover 
the beauty of the work, and the elegance of the language- the fluidity of the rhetoric. And in 
my opinion, takes that Brother on a more in depth study and discovery of himself as well. And 
from this discovery, he burns with desire to share what he has learned. He wants to discuss, 
recite or inform his Brothers. The MAGLA competition is a place where we Masons can get 
together and not compete just but… discuss and share the beauty of our Time-Honored 
Ritual. To enjoy and hear it said aloud again and again- but each time just a little bit different. 
Different because each Brother is bringing his interpretation, understanding and passion of 
the language! Combined with the science of Grammar, the sophistication of Logic and the 
grace of Rhetoric which he has found therein. 
       At this year’s 2022 MAGLA competition we, the Brothers of the Fifth Manhattan District, 
were proudly represented by Brothers Florin Pop and R:. W:. James Gregg. Thank you, 
Brothers, for sharing you passion for our Ritual and Thank you for representing the Faithful 
Fifth Manhattan District. Congratulations Brother Florin for finishing as the 2nd runner up! 
Next year I’m sure you will both finish in First Place. But in the meantime, please continue to 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/775765273268482
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share you love for our Craft and it’ our Ritual, so that we can all grow on our journey to 
becoming smooth ashlars. May the GAOTU bless Masonry and the Faithful Faith. 
Important Date to Remember: 
       Fifth Manhattan District 3rd Degree Ceremony June 11th at High 12, in the Renaissance 
Room. We would like for every Lodge to be represented in some way of form. Even if you do 
not have a Fellow Craft that is being Raised, it would be great if you could volunteer for a part 
or at least attend the Degree Ceremony. Please contact me V:.W:. Tarantino at 
middlechamber3@gmail.com to volunteer for a part in the Degree and/or Drama. 

See You in the Quarries My Brothers! 
 
 
Sincerely & Fraternally, 
 
V∴W∴ Bro. Greg Feldman                                                       V∴W∴ Bro. Tarantino Smith 
516-242-1072                                                                            646-298-6252 
greg@feldman114.com                                                           middlechamber3@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NEWS 

SEE FLYERS AND DOCS BELOW 

mailto:middlechamber3@gmail.com
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